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B e R i SR erer geme-
Esione Recitnt T Rad Tae agEgEn -

aqpitere GAREATRERNEAR: M.4. (CALCUTTA), D.LIT, (LONDON)

Tetifs Chairman gy
fr-sifazg Tiegislative Council Fram-aftaz
fisxaz Weat Bengals Calcutta afumR
=fratet § December 2, 1058, =l

I have gone through the Sanskrit work in both prose and
verse “CHANDRA MAHIPATI? which bas been composed by
Kaviraj Shri Shriniwas Shastri of the Bhri Visnddhanand
Saraswati Marwari Hogpital in Calcutta  This fs a work of a
new type in which ho has sought to give in simple sanskrit
prose, with verse stanzss in diffsrent mebtres occasionally
mterpersed, an exposition of the Sirvodaya ideal, in the form
of a story. The Author has a very remarksble facility in tha
use of Sanskrit snd he is a trme poet to whom Sangkrit
Versifetion in different Styles comes most easily. I am
sure, n hook like this will be very much appreciated by
those who can rend Sanskmt, and it should bs usefal for
students of Sanskrit who want somd good reading matter
outside of the classical fexts which they have to study.

1 wish & wide publicity for this_Book and X TRUST ON ITS
OWN MERITS it will be accepted by our sanskrit Scholars

211 over the country. .
ot ol



GOVERNMENT SANSERIT COLLEGE

Caloutta, the 14th January, 1959,

No. 2339/A1

I bave gome through the book entitled “CHANDRA
MAHIPATI” by Pt. Shriniwas Shastri, It hss gwen me
very great pleasure to notice that even in present time a
Scholar can writs sanekrib Prose with much ease and flexibility
of style. I would only wish the book & wide publicity,

Dr, GAURINATH SHASTRI,

Principal
Sanskrit Collegs, Calentta.

36, Ballygunge Park,
Calcutta-19,

Judge High Conrt

Calecutta

1 have read with greaé pleasure and interest CHANDRA
MAHIPATI a sanskrlt work of Esviraj Shriniwas Shastri
of 8.V.8 M. Hospital, 118, Amberet St, Caloutta-9. The book
18 woll wrtten, Tho Story rings true to the universal
ideals of the Hindu Sanatan Dharma. The author has dons a
diatanct service First, to theidealsof such Dharma and Becondly,
to the cause of kris. It is a dable end

Dated Monday the 9th day of February, 1959

(8d) P, B, MUKHARJI

{Honourable Justice High Court Calcutta)
President, Bangiya Sanskrit Shiksha Parishad.
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Sr1 Bhandarakere Mutt Udip, ( South Kinara)
Dated 2 2 1959 Carmp FFHT 1

At ZER PR TaRE L 1%
L3 P (S Y c
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FRPTaTE mﬂ%&"'{ 6 South End Park

P O Rash Bebari Avenve.
Caleutta 29
2204 March 1959

The publication of CHANDRA MAHIPATI by Keavira)
Bhriniwas Shestr1 1s & very interesting event in the field of
modern Indisn lhiterature It 18 & = vel wrniten in modern
Sanskrit  The style 13 Composite partly of the old and partly
of the new T forms of g r and of 4
of pature alternate with coiped scientific expressions and
wodern politieal and social topres I muet state frankly that
8ll the translations of the scientifie words ere not lhkely to be
sccepted by the public  Bat that does not affect the mernt of
the book It 13 & bold atterept to employ Sanskrid once agan
a8 8 medinm for popular hiterature  What 18 more 1s that the
book is bound to preve to bo a source of 1nepiration to writers
1 Bauekrit even including himeelf ..

(Sd) Kali Prasad Khaitan
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A Review

By Dr Satkari Mookerice,
Director, Nava Nalanda Mabavibara
Nalanda (Patna)

Chandes Mahlpati—a modern novel 1a Sangknit by Rawmrdy
$e1 Srinivasa Sastry, price Re 6/ only.

Nobody could tmagine that 1n modern bimes a scholar
endowed with an extra or dinary poetic skill and a wonderfal
mastery of the Sansknt 1diom could write a novel 1n faultless
Sansknt in the manner of the Classies written by the novelista
of Europe and India 1t proves thst Sanskrit 18 still a hiving
lzngnage and can evolvs unwanted modes of expression embody-
ing the charming features of Banabhatta's Kadambarl together
wWith the modern realisiic approach. It 18 a four de force of
telont and scholarship A Sspskmt echolar will be reslly
surprised by the novel noances of expression which while
roxaniscent of Clagsical beauty of the romances composed by
Subandhn Banabhatia sud Dandin are examples of modern
reahstic pictares of the current slate of things Apart from
the plot the author’s molodious language 18 sure to grip the
attention of the lovers of poetry The author has coined new
expressions which faithfully snd effectively represent modern
13eas  Those who are steeped 1n the terms of the old Bansknt
Classics, whose number, however, 18 extremely fewor than the
modern output, will be thriiled with plessant surpriee to find
that the work under reviaw makes a happy departure from the
ancient sbyle and manpmer without forfeiting the attract:-
veness of Classics Though on several oecasions the diffi
cnlties caused by wofamiliar expressiona may be felt by modern

tud 1 to easter he will be amply
Tecompensed by the labour undergone in mastering a rich
vocabulary  In the general course of thia stary, the style of
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the aathor 18 simple direct exzpressive and effective and the
reader will not feel the jerks and jolts which are frequent 1n
the celebratel classies The work 1s thus remarkable for ifs
combination of *he old and the new styles
As1s the case with modern novels 1t contans dialogues
and eonversations 1 a style which will not allow the 1nterest
of the reader to flag or flop  Qf course 1t 18 pre supposed that
the reader 19 Possessed of a modicum of knowledge of Sanskmik
1n order to be able to appreciate the bsauty of this achievement
I am optimistic emough to believe that 1n India apd outside
where Sanskrit 18 cultivated the present adventure will nob
12 1 to win the approbation of a large number of connotsseurs
This 1s 10 brief my evaluation of the author s language snd
styl> which ought to be regarded as sesting up a new genre
The sutbor hals from Rajssthan wh ch 13 noted for its
multitudinous episodes of chivalry and romance The love
and admiration of the chivalry of the mediseval hoight
errants hag been imbibed by him from the miliew and the
tradition of the Brahmanical family devoted to the ctltivation
of the poetry 2nd scientific discipl ne of the old in which he
has been nurtured Tn the present day when men sare
accustomed to the drab eommonplaces of struggle forex
stence the story of love adventure tbrills and narrow escapes
may strike s modern reader as unrealistic and romante Bu$
With = hittle vioa@nation and sympathy the resder will geb to
the care of the homan interest unfolded 1m 1t It must be
scknowledged that the anthor believes with Bernard Shaw in
recent tumes and Mammats Bhatta of the 12th Century that
the poet has a mission and & philosophy of life which he
teaches for the edification of his readers
didactic and has skilfnll:
~pedagogue

He 15 not purposely
y shunned the boriog effects which a
produces on his anditors The author 13 nok
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slavishly chained to the ideas of the old erder of kings and

knights and has {aith in the inherent rights of the average run

of men and women to the good things and opportunities of tho

world. The story he hes span, underlives the transition from
1 and to 1eal 4 :

The communistic philosophy is now extending its sway over
the undeveloped countries of the world. This philozophy is
hased on the hatred of classes and sseks to root oub tho
inequalitics in the distribution of wealth by viclence. It ends
in Dictatorship which ironieslly enough thrives on the
englavement of the mass. It seeks fo conciliste the mob by
providing food and drink and shelier in exchange of hard
1abour in factories. The author is keenly alive to the misery
and degradation of poverty. He pleads for the liquidation of
this debasing state of things 1n which s few men and women
fatten on the drudgery of the mass. But his meikod is
entirely differeut In this novel, the author democstrates the
way in which this position of affairs can be radically reformed
by a philosophy of love. He believes that, 1f persons who
hold position and power are trained 1n the philosophy of Jove
to develop a cultured and sensibive mentality, they will
ungrndgingly share their weslth with thetr fellow beings. Ho
calls it ‘Barvibhyndays’ which ha prefers to ‘Sarvodaya’
This philosophy of Iifa has been preached by Mahatma Gandbi
and 13 going to receive a concrete sbape under the leadership of
Bincba Bhave with his able lieutenants as Bri Jayprekash
Narayan and the Like.

The anthor has mada his hero Chandra Mahipati, a king
who glves up all his wealth to his subjects, The king feels
tuprems joy and satisfaction in denuding bimself of his
suporflnity of the material possessions. This Was the ideal of
Bimachandra and also of Mshatma Gandbi who craved for
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the establishment of "Rama Rajya’ 1n India after the departure
of the British rulers Qur present author shows that this 15 not
an unattainable utopiz  He develops his plot with conswmmate
skl and makes the traneition from monarchy and arstceracy
to democracy a natural process and eventuality
Now the monarchial state of things has come to an erd
in India  India has adopted the parliamentary system of
of Government which 18 1n vogue 1n Great Britam and America
Bat the high officials from Governors and Ministers down to
the hnmble officers of the state are threatening to form an
order of aristoeracy which tends to widen the cleavage between
the ralers and the ruled  This condition can be remedied and
reformed 1f the love of superfluous wealth 1s shown to end 1n
self stultification The horrors of poverty accentuated by
foreign rule of nearly one thousand years have produnced an
unhealthy reaction  Our people are becoming egocentric and
d It s y that they should learn the
lesson of Hastory that the poverty of the majority end the
wealth of the mnority can not go uncombatted A new
ob losophy of hfe 15 to be evolved mn which nobody should
explott the poverty and greed of the people If abundance
<annot be secured we must all elect of onr own free aceord
to share the privations with our fellow men sud women I
trost that the work of Srintyds Sastr1 will prepare the ground
for this consummation
The present novel proves the truth of the maxim of
Bhimsha the ancient author of Sanskrib poet cs that there
18 1o art or scionce which dogs not contribute to the making of
@ post 8 work Our author 1s® versatile scholar He has
showed bis capacity to utihze his knowledge of Panini, classics
and systems of Indjan philosophy 1n the constitution of & work
*tt  With smitable mstructions even & beginner will be
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able to appreciate the propriety and beauty of these gems

a mosaic of

It is encouraging to find that the persons who are placed
in high i are now reali the ty of preserving
and fastering the caltivation of the Banskrit languago nnd the
age old treasures of swisdom and science for the emergence of a
united Indian nation. Sapskrit wag the cultural language
of evtire 1ndia, Centuries of foreign rule have mot sueceeded
in putting Sanskrit ont of vogue, Eenskuit can <till elaim to
be the universal language of India. It 18 mot more difficult
than English. With wise modification in pedagogy and curri-
culum, it can be made the offesal and cultural language of
India as before. It is almost Impossible to hope that a provin~
cial language will become the sl India language. Sanskng
ean ba made essy. It is only imperfection of knowledge which is

for i fection of hy. We have bad enongh
of liphomage rendered to Sanpskrit. It is now Lime to get down
to brass tacks. The krit O iesion bas ded

the wuniversal culture of Banskrit in curschoolsand colleges.
Our author has showed that Banekrit possesses an unlimited
power for evolving new words and expressions for representing
the modern concepts of science. politics aod law elc. No
obher langusgo in India ecan approximate to this perfection of
Sanskrit, Only if tha medern uoiversitics ean tako courage
ta make Sanskrit the univorssl language of enltare in India
and give rightfal emcouragement and patronage to modern
writers like the suthor of the book under reviow, the aspiration
will attain froition and folfilment.

13-1-59 Salkari Mookerjee
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Kuavira) Shriniwas Shastrz 13 not only a Vaidya for the
tuman body but aspires to cure the morfal diseases of oor
Boly Politic a3 depicted by our master Dharmashastrine
Like Manu snd Yajmavalkys With foll fath m the efficacy of
Hindu Jurrstic 1deas, Eavira] Kavi Bhrimwasy has eomposed
an original upanyas 1o Sanskrit where he shows mastery 13
forceful Prose and charming Poetry The plot 15 worked out
a3 1 our age of transibion irom individual monarchisl state
to sociahistic welfare state “Sarvodaya” as ontlined by Makatma
Gandby, the father of Indian freedom.

X poffer my deep mppreciation to the learned author for his
literary and mora! 1deas which should inspirs men and women
of free India

Bo I recommend the excellent book 'CHANDRA
MAHIPATI" to the Schools an

d Colleges where simple
Sansknt 1 23 the 1

of Bharat 1s
baing tanght and cultivated, X wish the anthor every succesa.

Dr Kalidas Nag
Ex Member Ra) Sabba,
Life member Viswa Bharat1
Santiniketan
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